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Objectives: This course is intended to provide students with an overview of the sociology of 

health, illness and medicine in different social and cultural settings. It aims to offer the 

students basic orientation in major theoretical perspectives in medical sociology that examine 

the construction of medical knowledge, cross-cultural comparisons of notions of body, 

health/illness and practices of health care. It seeks to familiarize the students with key issues 

and debates around methodologies, ethics and politics of health in a global context.  

Learning Outcome: 

- Learn to view health and illness as two sides of the same coin 

- Learn the different kinds of medicines 

- Learn the social and cultural construct of medicine 

 

Unit1: Introduction to Medical Sociology 

a) Definition, objectives, scope and its importance 

b) Difference between sociology of medicine and sociology in medicine 

c) Sociological perspective on health and illness 

d) Historical development of medical sociology 

Unit2: Body, Medicine and Society: Theoretical Perspectives 

a) Cultural Construction of Medical Reality 

b) Experience of Body, Health and Illness 

c) Governing Bodies and Bio Power 

Unit3: Narrating Health and Illness 

a) Patients, Practitioners, Media 

b) Representation 

c) Narrative as evidence 

Unit4: Culture, Medicine and Medical Practice 

a) Biomedicine in cross-cultural context 

b) Pharmaceutical Practices 

c) Syncretic Medical Reality 



 

 

Unit5: Politics of Global Health and Health Policies 

a) State and Medicine 

b) Health, Politics and Ethics: Global debates 

c) Death and Dying: Debates around Euthanasia 

d) Organ Donations and Transplant 

e) Chosen Bodies: Debate around abortions 
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